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The clichéd image of the evil mother-in-law is 
a historical fallacy. Gabriele Praschl-Bichler, the renowned authority on the
Habsburgs has made a sensational discovery that will explode the myth 
portrayed in all the »Sissi«-films: Archduchess Sophie and her daughter-in-law
Empress Elisabeth lived in peaceful harmony. Their humorous correspondence,
extracts of which are published here for the very first time, provides ample 
evidence. They show the private life of the imperial family in a completely new
light – far from being stiff, formal and dictated by courtly ceremony, it was as
cosy and intimate as that of their subjects. 

�Revelations about the private life of the Habsburg-
Family 

Gabriele Praschl-Bichler PhD was born in Vienna in 1958; a literary and art
historian, she has written several books on the Habsburgs as well as the ever-
yday life of that period and organises exhibitions on cultural history. In conjuncti-
on with these activities she devotes herself to painting scenery, designing furni-
ture based on historical models and reproducing  murals from the middle ages to
the baroque. Her last publication with Amalthea was »Elisabeth, Empress of
Austria, known as Sisi« (2003) and »Franz Joseph In Private« (2005). 

USPs:�Published for the very first time, their private letters 
�Surprising revelations about Arch-duchess Sophie’s 

relationship with her daughter-in-law Empress Elisabeth 

Gabriele Praschl-Bichler

»OUR BELOVED SISSI«
The whole truth about archduchess Sophie and
empress Elisabeth
Approx. 288 pages, 14,6 x 22,0 cm
Hard cover with dust jacket, selection of photos
ISBN 978-3-85002-637-6

�Secrets from his private and professional life
revealed for the first time

Adrian Eugen Hollaender, LL.B. was born in Vienna and had an extensive 
musical education which included conducting, the history of music, learning to
play the piano and singing; this was in addition to completing legal and linguistic
studies. As a consultant for the renowned artist’s agency Hollaender-Calix in
Vienna, he has regular contact with the leading opera houses and festivals of 
the international opera scene as well as numerous well-known opera singers. 

USPs:�The record-breaking tenor
�The story behind the legend

Known as »Big P.« Luciano Pavarotti  (1935 – 2007) was the
opera star par  excellence. The Italian tenor was a unique late 20th century
phenomenon, who was probably the most popular opera singer of that period

and is thought by many likely to remain so well into the 21st century. What
makes this book so special and sets it apart from all the rest is its extremely 
intimate perspective and the detailed analysis of the music and opera scene, as
well as the marketing angle, providing the reader with a very privileged glimpse
behind the scenes. 

Adrian Eugen Hollaender

PAVAROTTI – IN PRIVATE
»Addio, Luciano!«
Approx. 152 pages, 13,8 x 22,0 cm
Hard cover with dust jacket, selection of photos
ISBN 978-3-85002-634-5


