
Female shamans are revered and feared as the ultimate authority
before the gods. Their ceremonies invoke the mystical union of man and nature.
The ethnologist Verena von Funcke visited Aboriginal women in the »red heart« of
Australia and was allowed to participate in the secret rituals of the daughters of
dreamtime. She was initiated as an »owl«, a mediator between the worlds, an
honour only accorded to a handful of white people. With great force and depth 
she describes their intense spirituality, humorously recounting her own experiences
and taking a political stand as regards the Aborigines’ current situation. 
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�She lived in their midst, delved into their fascina-
ting spiritual rituals and daily routines.
Verena von Funcke, born in Munich in 1969, studied ethnology, English and
Teaching German as a Foreign Language. Her M.A. thesis focused on Aboriginal
women, which led her to carry out field-research in the north of Australia. She
lived in Melbourne and Perth and travelled extensively throughout Australia. Her
contact with the Aborigines started with her work for the United Nation’s Centre
for Human Rights in Geneva. She works as a freelance journalist.
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For forty years she remained at Pope Pius XII’s side. Never before did 
a woman yield such power in the Vatican as this nun who came from Altötting, 
a little Bavarian site of pilgrimage. In 1919 took a post as housekeeper to
Nuntius Eugenio Pacelli and went on to become the influential private secretary
of Pope Pius XII. She accompanied the holy father on his apostolic voyages and
ran the papal charitable organization in Rome. She was a close associate of 
cardinals Faulhaber from Munich and Spellman from New York. Martha Schad
charts the path through life taken by Sister Pascalina on the basis of hitherto
unknown archive material. 

�The riveting portrait of a powerful woman in a
man’s world – the Vatican under Pius XII
Dr. Martha Schad, born in 1939, studied history and art history at Augsburg.
The author of numerous books lives near Augsburg. Previous publications with
Langen Müller: »›My First and Only Love‹. Richard Wagner and Mathilde
Wesendonck (2002), »Marie Valérie. The Diary of Empress Elisabeth’s Favourite
Daughter«  and »Empress Elisabeth and Her Daughters«.

As one of the 20th Century’s truly great mime artists he has 
delighted audiences in their hundreds of thousands. As the »guru and godfather
of body language« Samy Molcho has become the master of a life-altering , inter-
personal form of communication. Now he recounts the story of his life – from his
beginnings in Israel, his ceaseless endless work on himself and with those whom
he teaches mime, his meteoric rise to fame, his love for his sons and the lonely
life of a travelling solo-mime artist. And he reveals the secrets of his art.

�The eventful life of one of the most versatile
artists of our time
Samy Molcho, born in 1936 in Tel Aviv and now an Austrian citizen, has been
on the stage since the tender age of ten. He studied classical, modern and Far
Eastern mime and dance. He has been a renowned mime artist since 1964. In
1977 he was appointed a full professor at the world-famous Max-Reinhardt-
Seminar in Vienna. He runs his own mime school, has been giving lectures and
seminars on body language all over the world since 1980, and has written 
numerous books. 
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