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In mortal danger, he met white farmers in Zimbabwe,
who,  under the regime of the autocratic president Robert Mugabe, are exposed
to racist oppression. They are stripped of their ownership rights and hounded out
of their farms. The fertile agricultural land is overgrown with scrub, for the »Land
Reform« is solely about possession and power. Zimbabwe is threatened by fami-
ne, caused by mismanagement. Masquerading as a backpacker, Hans-Joachim
Löwer  researched the background to these events. A riveting account of the land
that was once known as Africa’s breadbasket, which is now sinking into poverty,
political turmoil and dictatorship. 
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�A matter of life and death: a dangerous under-
cover investigation in a country in the grip of chaos
and terror 

Hans-Joachim Löwer, born in 1948, spent 19 years working as a foreign corre-
spondent for the weekly news magazine »Stern«, and was the editor of the
German edition of  »National Geographic« from 1999–2000. In the 1990’s he ran
self-help projects in Latin America, South Africa and Namibia. He lives in
Hamburg. »He manages to highlight issues in a way which often reveals more
than clever analyses and television news items «, the dpa (leading  German press
agency) writes about his book »Sacred Soil, Unholy Country« on his high-wire
journey across Israel and Palestine. 

They came with great hopes … from all corners
of the earth,  Jews poured into Israel after the founding of the state – and be came
Israelis. Foreign correspondent Michael Borgstede paints the fascinating portrait of
a country that is forced to live with an incredible cultural diversity. He talked to
holocaust-survivors and Bedouins, pioneers of the kibbutz-movement, Ethiopians
and Arabs, the ultra-orthodox and the secular, female soldiers and new Russian
immigrants. What is it like to live in a country in a permanent state of war? How
does a state whose founding ideals are shared by an ever-decreasing number of
inhabitants manage to function? The thoughtful portrait of a daring experiment.

�What is life like under a permanent state of emer-
gency? A foreign correspondent’s riveting account
of the conflict-ridden life of the Israelis. 

Michael Borgstede, born in 1976, has been working in Israel since 2003. He
lives in Tel Aviv with his Israeli wife and daughter, reporting from there for
papers and magazine such as the »Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung«, »Frankfurter
Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung«, »Die Welt«, »Cicero«, »Vanity Fair«, the
»Rheinischer Merkur«, and »Park Avenue«.Read more on 
www.michaelborgstede.com.
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