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Following an accident, Franzmichel
goes almost totally blind when only a child of four. 
When the farmer’s son from the Austrian Vorarlberg region loses his father, he is
forced to leave school in order to look after the family farm. But he won’t allow
anything or anyone to stand in his way when it comes to pursuing his interest in
philosophy and politics: he writes novels and campaigns tirelessly for social 
justice and improvement of the harsh living conditions of farmers and artisans.
This moving account of the fate of an individual provides a slice of recent history,
brought vividly to life. 
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�The fascinating and tragically short life of a 
farmer-philosopher living in the midst of 19th
Century, whose revolutionary visions have retained
their relevance to this day. 

Elmar Bereuter, born in 1948 in Lingenau in the Bregenz Forest, comes from 
a family of farmers and is the eldest of four children. He has been running an
advertising agency since 1991. His book »The Swabian Children«, which 
appeared in 2002, became a best-seller and formed the basis for a film for 
television with the same title. The author lives with his family near Lake
Constance. 

Those with a soft spot for Munich will love
not only its splendid sites, but also its unique traditions . To mark the city’s 850th
jubilee, Otto Zierer recounted the eventful history of Munich in a series of lively
tales: depicting the settlement on the banks of the River Isar and the splendour
of the Wittelsbach dynasty, the blossoming of the arts and sciences, but also the
wars and famines, culminating with its post-war reconstruction. The end result
was the creation of a multi-faceted and touching portrait of the »metropolis with
a heart«. 50 years later, Anton Kammerl has selected the best of these stories,
supplementing them with key events from recent decades to bring the collection
up to date. 

�A charming guided tour through the history of the
metropolis on the Isar, taking us from its beginnings
through to the present day.

Otto Zierer, born in 1909 in the idyllic Bavarian town of Bamberg, studied philo-
sophy and history in Munich and Heidelberg. He started writing very early on, 
primarily history books, which were banned by the Nazis, but subsequently beca-
me bestsellers with countless editions in the fifties. He was awarded the
Bavarian Order of Merit for his life’s work. His grandson Anton Kammerl runs 
an advertising agency and is Otto Zierl’s literary executor.  

USPs:�Includes historical illustrations and photographs
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