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Bedazzled by the radiance of the Roman 
Empire, Flavius, the ambitious alderman of Trier (Germany’s oldest city), finds
himself in the midst of a morass of political feuds. His rival has Flavius’ wife
Aqmat arrested, because she has aligned herself with the Christians. In a drama-
tic fight Flavius succeeds in saving her from execution and banishing his oppo-
nent. When, many years later, Flavius is appointed governor of Africa by Emperor
Constantine, it would appear that he has reached the pinnacle of his ambitions.
But on their arrival in Constantinople, Aqmat encounters a powerful and sinister
man of the church, who awakens terrible memories for her and, as they discover,
has just been biding his time …
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�Barbarous intrigues in the era of Emperor
Constantine drive a young Roman from Trier to
distant Carthage. 

Frank S. Becker, born in 1952, studied physics and is currently the head of edu-
cational matters for a large German industrial company. Interested in the time of
the Roman emperors and in archaeology, he has travelled widely in the
Mediterranean region and the Middle East. His debut novel, »The Night of the
Eagle«, was published by Herbig in 2004. The author lives in Munich.  

Which of them  would still be alive when 
the allies came? In 1944 – when only 26 years old  – she was deported to the
notorious women’s concentration camp of Ravensbruck. What followed was for-
ced labour of the first order in unbearable circumstances, futile, brutal interroga-
tions and infinite loneliness. In her autobiographical novel Anja Lundholm details
her memories of and experiences in the camp with a meticulous precision and
complete detachment readers may find disturbing, making abundantly clear what
it really meant to be at the mercy of the wardens, of hunger and other deprivati-
ons. She is one of the very few to have survived the unimaginable.

�Anja Lundholm’s autobiographical novel is the
chronology of an inhumane period in history –
observed with unflinching precision. 

Anja Lundholm was born in 1918 in Dusseldorf. She escaped the Nazis, fleeing
to Rome, where she joined the local resistance movement. She was one of the
very few to survive the appalling time at the Ravensbruck concentration camp.
After the war she worked as a translator, initially in Brussels, then moving on to
Stockholm and London. She is the recipient of numerous awards, her greatest
honour being a nomination for the Nobel Prize in 1974. Today the author lives in
Frankfurt. 
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