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Munich’s stunning cathedral, the ›Frauen-
kirche‹; the city’s lively outdoor market, the ›Viktualienmarkt‹; the River Isar:
of course, we’ve seen it all before – but not like this! Alexis von Croy and his
wife Nicola Mai spent a year high above the Bavarian capital, circling time
and again in in their single-engine Piper Warrior in ever-changing light and
atmospheric conditions. The result is a series of amazing images showing
Munich, with its distinctive architecture, squares, public facilites, parks,
stadiums, all viewed from unusual new perspectives. Brief descriptions in both
English and German provide essential facts, historical context and fascinating
details.

�A new angle on Munich – breathtaking
sights, spectacular perspectives

Alexis von Croy was born in 1959 and lives in Munich. A journalist speciali-
sing in aviation and space travel, he has also made a name for himself as a
photographer of aeroplanes and holds a variety of pilot’s licences. From 1995
until 2002, he was editor and chief reporter of fliegermagazin, a journal for
pilots, and from 2004 to 2008 editor-in-chief of Planet Aerospace, the in-house
magazine of Airbus. Herbig published his book The Moon in 2009.
Nicola Mai studied communications and design and works as a graphic artist
and designer in Munich. She also has a private pilot’s licence.

Disguised as men or stowed away
in the bellies of ships, the first female explorers
did all they could to circumvent male prejudices so they could be part of the
discovery of the Earth’s secrets. Although it was not until 1981 that women
were first admitted to the renowned Explorer’s Club, they achieved great
things long before then. Lorie Karnath relates extraordinary stories of intre-
pid pioneers, such as the adventuress Gudridur Thorbjarnardottir, who set
foot in the New World half a millennium before Columbus; or climber Anni
Smith Peck, who conquered Mount Madison at the ripe age of 80; or scien-
tist Mary Leaky, who discovered the first hominids in Great Rift Valley.
Women Who Dared is a tribute to the most courageous women in history.

�Intrepid women who explored the world

Lorie Karnath has taken part in numerous expeditions to the outer limits of
the world. She is a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, on the exe-
cutive board and scientific advisory panel of the Explorers Club, and a con-
sultant for many respected scientific institutions in Germany and America,
as well as being the author of a number of published books, including
A Short History of Measurement (2008) and the children’s book Where Does
the Sun Go When I Sleep? (2006).
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